
On June 20, the House approved an FY2015 Defense spending bill that includes $10 million in VTRP funding, reflecting the third year that this line 
item has been funded at that level in the House. Although the Senate Appropriations Committee has not yet taken action on a bill, it is unlikely to 
have a VTRP line, as the Senate has traditionally included vision in a pool of funds within Defense Health Programs, and then in conference accepted 
the House bill’s funding recommendation. 

The final amount that the VTRP awards is usually higher than the Congressionally appropriated amount, as other DOD research programs, notably 
the Psychological Health/Traumatic Brain Injury (PH/TBI) Research Program, transfers over funding with the requirement that it be used for research 
projects focused on TBI-related visual dysfunction. In FY2013, the $10 million appropriation grew to $14.5 million in awards that will be announced 
late this fiscal year.   

NAEVR’s FY2015 VTRP funding request was once again supported by The Independent Budget submitted by Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) 
and Military Service Organizations (MSOs) whose support was coordinated by NAEVR member BVA. Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA) joined with 
Congs. Marcy Kaptur (D-OH), Betty McCollum (D-MN) and Bill Owens (D-NY) in submitting the formal VTRP funding request letter to House Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee Chair Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-NJ).

The week of May 19, BVA’s Legislative Director Glenn Minney and Board member Tom Zampieri, Ph.D. 
accompanied five blinded Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) veterans to the United Kingdom to participate 
in Project Gemini, a joint initiative between BVA and Blind Veterans United Kingdom (formerly known as 
St. Dunstan’s) that was started in 2011 and named for the transatlantic cable that connects the US and UK. 
During the week, the US and UK blind veterans (the latter contingent including two soldiers from South 
Africa) discussed blind rehabilitation and readjustment training, adaptive technology for the blind, and 
vision research. They also visited attractions throughout England, many of which provided special tours in 
which the participants could touch objects, such as armor, jewels, and architectural details. 

The group’s activities attracted the attention of various British media outlets. Interviews with both British 
and American participants were aired by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) and the British Forces 
Broadcasting Services (BFBS).

Greg Goodrich, Ph.D., Supervisory Research Psychologist and Optometric Research Fellowship Coordinator 
at the Department of Veterans Administration (VA) Palo Alto Health Care System, attended this year and 
joined Dr. Zampieri in meeting with former ARVO President Sir Peng Khaw, M.D., Ph.D., the Director of 
Research and Development and Director at the National Institute of Health Research Biomedical Research 
Centre based at Moorfields Eye Hospital.  They discussed the growing numbers of veterans with TBI-related 
visual dysfunction resulting from blast exposure and the latest developments in medical research focusing 
on these injuries. Dr. Khaw had hosted the entire contingent in 2012 at Moorfields, which included NAEVR 
Executive Director James Jorkasky. 

On June 11, NAEVR’s David Epstein was “at the table” with representatives from all major VSOs and 
MSOs to discuss issues of concern to veterans. Organized by House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA), this recent meeting was one in a series organized by the House Democratic leadership to 
discuss veterans’ health and employment issues. Among the leaders joining Cong. Pelosi were House 
Veterans Affairs Committee Ranking Member Michael Michaud (D-ME), House Budget Committee 
Ranking Member Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), and Congressman Tim Walz (D-MN), the highest ranking 
enlisted soldier to ever serve in Congress and a champion for VTRP funding. 

DEFENSE-RELATED VISION FUNDING  

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), second from right, along with other members of the House Democratic 
leadership, meet with representatives of veterans and military service organizations  

Blind Veterans UK’s Brighton facility, the base for 
Project Gemini each May, hosts veterans for respite care, 
convalescence, training, and social activities 

Left to right: Greg Goodrich, Ph.D. 
(Palo Alto Veterans Administration), 
BVA Board member Tom Zampieri, 
Ph.D., and former ARVO President Sir 
Peng Khaw, M.D., Ph.D.  (Moorfields) 

Left to right: Dr. Zampieri, Travis 
Fugate, Army Captain Joe Bogart, 
and Mr. Minney. Captain Bogart is the 
only Army soldier since World War 
II to remain in a combat unit after 
being blinded.

Project Gemini participant Travis 
Fugate had met previously with 
Cong. Jim Moran (D-VA) to advocate 
for VTRP funding. Cong. Moran, who 
has served as a primary champion 
for that funding, retires at the end of 
this legislative session. 

Visit the Defense-related Vision Research 
section of NAEVR’s Web site for full details 
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