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September 26, 2006
<SAMPLE LETTER>
House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman:

On behalf of the community of support for eye and vision research,
NAEVR urges you to sign onto the letter from Cong. Mike Castle to
Majority Leader Boehner requesting that the House follow through on
its commitment to add a full $7 billion to Fiscal Year (FY) 2007
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (LHHS)
appropriations.

As you know, an additional $4 billion has already been added to the
bill by shifting dollars from the Defense and Foreign Operations
accounts. However, none of this additional funding has gone to
increase funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), which is
slated to be flat-funded.

By following through on its commitment to provide the remaining

$3 billion, Congress could increase FY2007 NIH funding by $1
billion, or about five percent, which has been requested by the medical
research advocacy community. This increase is necessary to balance
the 3.8 percent biomedical inflation rate and maintain the momentum
of discovery.

Without an overall FY2007 NIH increase, individual Institutes will
experience a budget cut. The National Eye Institute (NEI) is currently
slated for a 0.8 percent cut, which translates to $5.3 million. With 60
million baby boomers at risk of developing age-related eye diseases,
now is NOT the time to be cutting the budget for vision research.

I hope that you can support Cong. Castle with his efforts, and thank
you for your consideration of this request.
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