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Sen. Richard Shelby (R-AL)

“The UAB visit is a great example
of how NAEVR works with the
vision community around the
country to coordinate advocacy
that brings home the value
message of vision research.”

—James Jorkasky
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Richard Shelby (R-AL)

NAEVR Coordinates with UAB on Alabama

Delegation Advocacy

On April 26-27, James Jorkasky met
with researchers from the Department of
Ophthalmology and School of Optometry
at the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham (UAB), in addition to addressing the
Board of the EyeSight Foundation
of Alabama.

NAEVR has subsequently coordinated
a number of UAB researcher and EyeSight
Foundation contacts with the Alabama
delegation, primarily Sen. Richard Shelby,
a member of the Senate LHHS Appro-
priations Subcommittee who was recently
honored with the dedication of the new
Richard and Annette Shelby Interdisci-
plinary Biomedical Research Building on

the UAB campus. At the Subcommittee’s
May 19 hearing (see McDonnell story),
Sen. Shelby committed to ensuring that
the NIH was adequately funded. As Sen.
Shelby is also a lupus research advocate,
Dr. McDonnell was able to cite the con-
nection between lupus and vision impair-
ment in response to questions from

the Senator.

Following up on letters from UAB
researchers to Sen. Shelby thanking him
for his commitment to NIH funding,
NAEVR President Dr. Ryan met with
Greg Polley on the Senator’s staff to
discuss NAEVR’s appropriations and NIH

reauthorization concerns.
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