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The mission of NIH is to seek fundamental knowledge about the 
nature and behavior of living systems and then to apply that 
knowledge to enhance human life, extend longevity, and reduce ill-
ness and disability. 

NIH has been remarkably successful in that mission, contrib-
uting much to American life. A child born today can look forward 
to an average lifespan of about 78 years—nearly three decades 
longer than a baby born in 1900. 

Although economic success is not the mission of NIH, the life 
science research supported by NIH contributes to the economy of 
every State in the Nation. Approximately 83 percent of NIH’s budg-
et is awarded through nearly 60,000 research and research training 
grants to more than 2,500 research institutions, small businesses, 
and scientists. Discoveries from NIH-funded research are a corner-
stone for the U.S. biomedical industry, contributing 
$69,000,000,000 to our Nation’s GDP and supporting 7 million jobs 
in 2011. 

Taxpayers overwhelmingly support NIH’s work in every poll done 
on what Americans expect from their Government. Yet budget 
pressures have kept NIH funding stagnant, below the levels nec-
essary just to keep pace with inflation over the last decade, and 
those budget pressures ultimately resulted in the $1.55 billion se-
quester cut to NIH in fiscal year 2013. 

The Committee provides $30,459,181,000 for NIH activities with-
in the jurisdiction of this bill, including $808,200,000 in transfers 
available under section 241 of the PHS Act. The budget request is 
$30,134,304,000 including $8,200,000 in transfers. When combined 
with the fiscal year 2014 increase of $1,000,000,000, this bill fully 
replaces the sequester cut to NIH. Given that the non-defense dis-
cretionary cap increases by only 0.1 percent in fiscal year 2015, 
this increase required difficult decisions and unfortunate choices in 
other areas of this bill. 

Despite the considerable importance of replacing sequester cuts, 
the Committee regrets that the current budget caps are not suffi-
cient to allow a consistent growth pattern for the Nation’s bio-
medical research enterprise. 

The Committee bill also includes an important reform for NIH 
and the stakeholder community. In response to growing outrage at 
the loss of NIH funds to section 241 transfers, the Committee has 
reformed the section 241 allocations such that no NIH funding will 
be removed from NIH under this authority. In fiscal year 2015, 
NIH will contribute $696,312,000 to section 241 activities and be 
allocated $808,200,000, a net gain of $111,888,000. This reform en-
sures that section 241 transfers are a benefit to NIH rather than 
a liability. In addition, it improves the transparency of NIH’s budg-
et, so that the enacted total is truly the amount the Committee ex-
pects to be used for biomedical research. 
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Appropriations, 2014 ............................................................................. $4,916,221,000 
Budget estimate, 2015 ........................................................................... 4,930,715,000 
Committee recommendation ................................................................. 5,003,932,000 
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