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programs to reduce the incidence of severe maternal morbidity. The 
Committee encourages NICHD to work with a broad range of 
stakeholders to identify uniform definitions for severe maternal 
morbidity. 

Spinal Muscular Atrophy [SMA] Newborn Screening.—The Com-
mittee applauds the NICHD for its support of a pilot newborn 
screening project for the identification and follow-up of infants with 
SMA. Newborn screening holds tremendous promise to augment 
the treatment of SMA by creating the opportunity for early admin-
istration of therapies currently undergoing late-stage clinical test-
ing. Preclinical evidence demonstrates that administering SMA 
therapies pre-symptomatically may improve outcomes. The Com-
mittee encourages NICHD to continue to collaborate with stake-
holders in government and in the private sector to maintain SMA 
newborn screening pilot testing. 

NATIONAL EYE INSTITUTE 

Appropriations, 2014 ............................................................................. $673,341,000 
Budget estimate, 2015 ........................................................................... 675,168,000 
Committee recommendation ................................................................. 683,300,000 

The Committee recommendation includes $683,300,000 for NEI. 
Audacious Goals in Vision Research.—The Committee commends 

NEI’s Audacious Goals Initiative, which creatively sought new and 
compelling scientific ideas from a wide and diverse audience 
through a challenge competition under the America COMPETES 
Act. The Committee recognizes the primary goal launched through 
this initiative to ‘‘Regenerate Neurons and Neural Connections in 
the Eye and Visual System’’ will directly address key roadblocks in 
major blinding diseases including macular degeneration, glaucoma, 
and retinitis pigmentosa. It may also benefit other areas of neuro-
science research that involve regrowing or replacing damaged neu-
rons and ensuring they develop proper connections. 

Diabetic Retinopathy.—The Committee understands that diabetic 
eye disease is the leading cause of blindness in working age adults 
and urges NEI to continue its support of the Diabetic Retinopathy 
Clinical Research Network. 

Marfan Syndrome.—The Committee is aware of the negative 
health effects that Marfan syndrome can have on the human eye 
and vision. The Committee encourages NEI to initiate research ac-
tivities in this area. 

Usher Syndrome.—The Committee urges NEI to put a higher pri-
ority on Usher syndrome, the leading cause of deaf-blindness. 
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