
In August, NAEVR sponsored Greg Hageman, Ph.D. (Moran Eye Center/University of Utah) 
as the keynote scientific speaker at the 69th annual Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) 
convention. Dr. Hageman, who spoke about the latest in AMD research and met with the group’s 
leadership, has spoken twice for AEVR in Congressional briefings on the connection between 
the Complement Pathway and AMD.  

BVA also hosted newly appointed Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert A. McDonald, who gave 
the keynote address. Secretary McDonald, who was nominated by President Obama to serve as 
the eighth Secretary of Veterans Affairs and was confirmed by the Senate in late July, chose the 
BVA convention as one of his first public speaking engagements. He thanked BVA for its long-
time support of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and its efforts to improve services for 
blinded veterans. Congressman Mark Amodei (R-NV), a member of the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, provided welcome comments at the President’s reception. 

BVA hosted combat-blinded service members injured in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Operation 
Desert Storm, with fourteen from the United States and seven from the United Kingdom. The 
group, which spent time together in recreational activities, educational seminars, and social 
settings, was part of Operation Peer Support, a BVA program to have recently blinded veterans 
interact with each other and BVA members. The United Kingdom contingent was sponsored by 
Blind Veterans UK, BVA’s sister organization. 

In mid-July, the Department of Defense’s 
(DOD) Telemedicine and Advanced 
Technology Research Center (TATRC) made 
notifications to researchers about grant 
awards for the Vision Trauma Research 
Program (VTRP) —20 Translational Research 
Awards (funding up to $1 million) and 12 
Hypothesis Development Awards (funding 
up to $250,000) for the $14.5 million in 
FY2013 funding and the addition of  $10 
million of FY2014 funding. TATRC must 
conclude the negotiations process by 
September 30 —the end of FY2014—before 
it can announce any details about award 
recipients. Once NAEVR receives TATRC 
approval, it will announce details about the 
FY2013/2104 funding cycle award recipients.  

Since the government is operating under 
a CR and FY2015 appropriations have not 
been finalized, the DOD will not proceed with 
funding Defense Health Programs until further 
Congressional action.  However, the House 
has approved an FY2015 Defense spending 
bill that includes $10 million in VTRP funding, 
reflecting the third year that this line item has 
been funded at that level in the House.  The 
Senate released its defense spending bill 
language and, as in the past, it does not have 
a dedicated VTRP line item but includes vision 
in the pool of funds for the Peer Reviewed 
Medical Research Program (PRMRP). If there is 
a final Defense spending bill —or if it is included 
in an omnibus—the negotiators usually defer 
to the House line item. If there is a full-year 
FY2015 CR, the VTRP would still be funded at 
the FY2014 funding level of $10 million since it 
is not a new program.   

As background, the final amount that the 
VTRP awards is usually higher than the 
Congressionally appropriated amount, as 
other DOD research programs, notably the 
Psychological Health/Traumatic Brain Injury 
(PH/TBI) Research Program, transfers over 
funding with the requirement that it be used 
for research projects focused on TBI-related 
visual dysfunction. For example, in FY2013 the 
$10 million appropriation grew to $14.5 million 
in awards due to the transfer.    

DEFENSE-RELATED VISION FUNDING  

Cong. Tim Walz (D-MN, center) with Dr. Adiv  Johnson, 
Ms. Mangskau and Mustaqeem Siddiqui, M.D., all from 
the Mayo Clinic. Cong. Walz, the highest ranking enlisted 
soldier to ever serve in Congress and a member of the 
House Veterans’ Committee, has championed the $10 
million VTRP budget line in Defense appropriations.    

Greg Hageman, Ph.D. with BVA 
Executive Director Al Alvina

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert McDonald 
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Left to right: Cora Stamper and her husband, BVA 
National Vice President Dale Stamper, U.S. Cong. 
Mark Amodei (R-NV), BVA National President Mark 
Cornell, and his wife Chong Cornell

Visit the Defense-related Vision Research 
section of NAEVR’s Web site for full details 
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With the addition of the FY2014 
$10 million appropriation, the 
VTRP will have yielded at least 
$50 million in awards to vision 
researchers since it was created 
in FY2009 through NAEVR’s 
advocacy.


