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supported research has advanced the 
knowledge of how the visual system 
functions in health and disease. 
 Vision research is supported by the 
NEI through approximately 1,600 

research grants and training awards 
made to scientists at more than 250 
medical centers, hospitals, universi-
ties and other institutions across the 
country and around the world. Th e 
NEI also conducts laboratory and 
patient-oriented research at its own 
facilities located on the NIH campus 
in Bethesda, Maryland. 
 Part of the NEI mission is to devel-
op public and professional education 
programs that help prevent blindness, 
reduce visual impairment and increase 
awareness of services and devices that 
are available for people with low vi-
sion. Th e NEI has established the Na-
tional Eye Health Education Program 
(NEHEP), a partnership of more than 
65 professional, civic and voluntary 
associations and government agencies 
concerned with eye health. Th e pro-
gram facilitates the dissemination of 
research results to health professionals, 
patients and the public. NEI is also the 
lead federal agency for the vision and 

hearing chapter in 
Healthy People 2010, 
the nation’s blue-
print to improve 
public health.

The NEI Leads Our National Commitment to 
Vision Research

 Despite the $68 billion annual cost 
to the United States for vision im-
pairment and eye disease, the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2005 annual federal invest-
ment in the NEI was less than one 
percent of that number. NEI devoted 
85 percent of its FY2005 budget of 
$670 million to research conducted at 
institutions across the country that ad-
dresses the breadth of eye disorders.
 As noted in the accompanying 
chart, NEI research is resulting in 

treatments and therapies that may not 
only stabilize vision loss but restore 
it, or ultimately prevent the onset of 
disease. For example, the NEI-spon-
sored Diabetic Retinopathy Clinical 
Trials Networks have saved as much as 
$1.6 billion per year in cost of blind-
ness/vision impairment and resulted 
in treatments that are more than 90 
percent eff ective. 
 Especially with an aging popula-
tion, adequately funding eye and vision 

research NOW can delay, save and 
prevent expenditures to the Medicare 
and Medicaid programs. In addition 
to reducing direct healthcare costs, 
this research can enhance productivity, 
ensure independence and maintain the 
quality of life of our seniors. 

Federal Funding of the NEI is a Cost-effective Investment in Quality of Life 

 Th e NEI was established within 
the NIH by Congress in 1968 to 
protect and prolong the vision of the 
American people. It conducts and sup-

ports laboratory and clinical research 
(including 55 clinical studies since its 
inception) to prevent and treat eye 
diseases and vision disorders. NEI-

In late 2005, NEI’s EYE SITE Exhibit on Low 
Vision toured the Baltimore, Maryland area. It 
educates about visual and adaptive devices, as 
well as resources, to help people with low vision 
lead independent lives. 


