
The NAEVR Central Booth in Denver, Colorado 
was a hub of activity. As in past years, 
researchers contacted Congress regarding 
NIH/NEI funding increases and NAEVR’s 
James Jorkasky and David Epstein spoke with 
them about encouraging signs in the FY2016 
process,  which are discussed in this Report. 
NAEVR wishes to thank the hundreds of ARVO 
members who visited the booth to support its 
advocacy efforts.

Adrienne Scott, M.D. (Wilmer Eye Institute/
Johns Hopkins) delivered a paper entitled 
Attitudinal Survey of Americans on Eye and 
Vision Health, which reported on results 
of AEVR’s public opinion poll released in 
September 2014 at a National Press Club event 
in Washington, D.C.  The poll, commissioned 
by Research!America from Zogby Analytics 
and supported by a grant from Research to 
Prevent Blindness (RPB), was the most rigorous 
conducted to-date of attitudes about vision 
and vision loss among ethnic and racial groups 
and found that the majority of Americans 
describe losing vision as potentially having the 
greatest impact on their day-to-day life. Survey 
results and a video of the release event are on 
the home page of www.eyeresearch.org  

A record crowd attended NAEVR’s Defense-Related 
Vision Research Opportunities session, which 
focused on how researchers can be responsive to 
Department of Defense (DOD)-identified vision 
research gaps. Vision Program Manager Robert Read 
from the DOD’s Congressionally Directed Medical 
Research Program (CDMRP), which manages the 
dedicated $10 million Vision Research Program 
(VRP) in Defense appropriations, announced that 
an FY2015 VRP funding announcement would likely 
issue in late June. Since the VRP was created by 
Congress in FY2009 through NAEVR advocacy, the 
DOD has issued 67 awards totaling $50 million. 

Mr. Read also spoke about other DOD funding 
opportunities, including the Broad Agency 
Announcement (BAA) and the Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business 
Technology Transfer (STTR) programs. Domestic 

and international researchers are eligible, and 
researchers who seek VRP funding are more likely 
to apply for funding from other DOD programs with 
key words such as “sensory” and “rehabilitation” 
and for diseases with a visual component. 

Mr. Read and DOD colleague Marc Mitchell met one-
on-one with researchers at a dedicated CDMRP 
booth from Sunday through Wednesday. NAEVR 
wishes to thank them for their participation and 
commitment to the soldiers who have experienced 
battlefield eye injuries. See the Report’s back page 
for the latest on DOD funding. 
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NAEVR Executive Director James Jorkasky, center, speaks 
with ARVO Trustee Steven Fliesler, Ph.D. (Ross Eye Institute/
University of Buffalo), left, and Robert Mazzoli, M.D. from the 
joint Department of Defense (DOD)/Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Vision Center of Excellence (VCE), right

James Jorkasky with Eve Higgenbotham, M.D. (University of 
Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine), who serves on the 
Advisory Board for the Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) study entitled 
Public Health Approaches to Reduce Vision Impairment and Promote 
Eye Health, for which NAEVR serves as a sponsor (see story inside)   

A panel of VRP awardees offered insights into their 
experiences in successfully navigating the DOD grant process 
in previous funding cycles. To the right of Mr. Jorkasky and 
Mr. Read, this included Randy Kardon, M.D., Ph.D. (University 
of Iowa), Joseph Ciolino, M.D. (Massachusetts Eye and Ear 
Infirmary) and Sanjoy Bhattacharya, Ph.D. (University of 
Miami/Bascom Palmer Eye Institute)

Robert Read, Vision 
Program Manager at 
the Congressionally 
Directed Medical 
Research Program 
(CDMRP), speaks to 
the capacity crowd

John Wittenborn (NORC/University of Chicago), Adrienne 
Scott, M.D. (Wilmer Eye Institute/Johns Hopkins) and Brian 
Hofland, Ph.D. (Research to Prevent Blindness) after Dr. Scott 
delivered her paper. All three individuals served on AEVR’s 
Study Committee for the survey.  
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NAEVR and the Blinded Veterans Association 
(BVA) were pleased to assist Incoming ARVO 
President John Clark, Ph.D. (University of 
Washington) in planning the second Veterans 
Vision and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) session. 
The open session, which focused on research into 
the similarities between military blast TBI-related 
visual dysfunction and ocular pathology resulting 
from sports-related head injuries and age-related 
neurodegenerative diseases, was covered by the 
local ABC News affiliate, which broadcast a story 
that evening.   
The panel featured scientific presentations from 
researchers and first-person accounts from blind 
and visually impaired veterans who described 
how they lost vision during military service, their 
recovery process, and current life challenges. 
Former Denver Broncos Running Back Terrell 
Davis, who attended at ARVO’s invitation, 

discussed his experiences with head injuries 
during his seven-year National Football League 
(NFL) career—all spent with the Broncos—and 
his concerns for his future health and that of his 
fellow players, both current and retired. 

The session panel from left: Colonel Donald Gagliano, M.D. (U.S. Army, Ret.) who moderated the panel, Ann McKee, M.D. (Boston University 
School of Medicine), Randy Kardon, M.D., Ph.D. (University of Iowa), Lee Goldstein, M.D., Ph.D. (Boston University School of Medicine), Glenn 
Cockerham, M.D. (VA Palo Alto Health Care System), who serves as the National Program Director for VA Ophthalmology and the Interim 
Deputy Director of the joint DOD/VA Vision Center of Excellence, Army Staff Sergeant Sean Johnson (Ret.), Navy Chief Petty Officer Glenn 
Minney (Ret.), who serves as the Blinded Veterans Association’s Director of Government Relations, and Army Sergeant Shianti Lee (Ret.)

Terrell Davis, former Running Back for the Denver Broncos, speaks 
about his concerns for his health and that of his colleagues as a 
result of a career in the NFL. He spent a generous amount of time 
having pictures taken with fans and speaking with the veterans.  

At NAEVR’s invitation, district staff from three Colorado 
Congressional offices attended, hosted by Mr. Jorkasky, center. 
These included Aaron Torres from the office of Senator Michael 
Bennet (D-CO), left, and Steve Strother from the office of 
Cong. Mike Coffman (R-CO), right. Not pictured: Stuart Feinor 
from the office of Cong. Jared Polis (D-CO).

BVA hosted a large group of its member veterans at the session, 
three of whom served on the panel to discuss their experiences. 
From left: Matt Slaydon (U.S. Air Force, Ret.), Shianti Lee (U.S. Army 
Ret.), Tom Zampieri, Ph.D., (BVA Board Member), Tim Hornik, (U.S. 
Army, Ret.),  Sean Johnson (U.S. Army, Ret.),  Steve Baskis (U.S. 
Army, Ret.) and Glenn Minney, (U.S Navy, Ret.) joined by session 
moderator Colonel Donald Gagliano, M.D. (U.S. Army, Ret.). 

ARVO TBI Session Features Researchers and Veterans 




