
NDD Programs Benefit All Americans
Spending for discretionary programs—determined annually at Congress’ “discretion”—is divided into two categories, defense and nondefense. Defense discre-

tionary includes funding for our nation’s military. Nondefense discretionary or “NDD” supports all other core functions the government provides for the benefit of 

all Americans, including medical and scientific research; education and job training; infrastructure; public safety and law enforcement; public health; weather 

monitoring and environmental protection; natural and cultural resources; housing and social services; and international relations. 

Every day NDD programs support economic growth, strengthen safety and security, and enrich the lives of every American in every state and community across 

the nation. 

NDD Programs Cost Less than You Think
NDD programs represent a small and shrinking share of the federal budget and of our overall economy (see figure). In 2011, NDD spending represented less 

than one-fifth of the federal budget and 4.3 percent of our country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Under strict discretionary caps in the bi-partisan Budget 

Control Act (BCA), by 2021 NDD spending will decline to just 2.8 percent of GDP, the lowest level in at least 50 years. If sequestration is allowed to take effect, 

cuts to NDD programs will be even deeper.

NDD programs are not the reason behind our growing debt. NDD spending has been historically stable, with the exception of one-time Recovery Act spending. 

Yet NDD programs have borne the brunt of deficit reduction efforts, some cut by as much as 50 percent since fiscal 2010.

In total, if Congress and the President fail to act, between fiscal 2010 and 2021, funding for NDD programs will have been cut by 20 percent overall.

Sequestration’s Cuts Threaten Bipartisan, National Priorities 
Sequestration’s indiscriminate cuts—on top of cuts already sustained since fiscal 2010—threaten the entire range of bipartisan national priorities. 

There will be fewer scientific and technological innovations, fewer teachers in classrooms, fewer job opportunities, fewer National Park visitor hours, fewer air 

traffic controllers, fewer food and drug inspectors, and fewer first responders.

DO THE MATH: 
Avert Sequestration with Balanced Approach; No New Cuts to NDD

Please work together to find a balanced approach to deficit reduction
that does not include further cuts to NDD programs.

NDD programs support our economy, drive our global competitiveness, and provide an environment where all Americans 
may lead healthy, productive lives. Only a balanced approach to deficit reduction can restore fiscal stability, and NDD 
has done its part. 

“The levels for discretionary defense and [NDD] spending set by 

the Budget Control Act of 2011, before any action triggered by 

the looming sequester in January, 2013, are approximately what 

our Task Force recommended. In short, we believe that further 

significant cuts in discretionary spending will do little to improve 

long run fiscal sustainability and risk harming investment, 

recovery, and future growth. So far, Congress has imposed 

virtually 100 percent of deficit reduction on less than 37 percent 

of the budget.” 
– Senator Pete Domenici and Dr. Alice Rivlin, Co-Chairs, Bipartisan Policy   

   Center Debt Reduction Task Force (June 19, 2012)  
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Every American Will Feel Sequestration
Think average Americans won’t be hurt by sequestration? Think again! Even if most Americans don’t know what it is, they will feel its effects.

Sequestration will severely hinder medical innovation and job growth. 
National Institutes of Health cuts will stifle medical discoveries that save lives and drive our economy. NIH supports scientists in every state across the nation, 

thus every state will feel the sequester’s effects. About 2,500 – 2,700 grants to universities and medical centers would be lost; in eight states, these cuts will exceed 

$100 million. Labs will shut down, scientists will be laid off, and local businesses that support research centers will close. More troubling, progress on promising cures 

will grind to a halt, while China and our other global competitors double and triple their research investments.

Sequestration will severely impact investigations and prosecutions of terrorism, 
drug gangs, human trafficking, and violent crime.

Department of Justice cuts will eliminate approximately 10 percent of existing 

positions, including 3,700 FBI, DEA, ATF agents, and US Marshals, along with 975 

attorneys. This loss will be on top of the 6,000 positions already vacant, as well as the high 

number of law enforcement personnel likely subject to furlough. Federal assistance to state 

and local law enforcement has already been reduced significantly, with cuts ranging from 25 

to 61 percent for critical programs.

Sequestration will severely impact critical educational opportunities for America’s 
children and slow our economic growth.

The Department of Education cuts will total more than $4 billion. Specifically, Title I 

grants to high-poverty school districts will be cut more than $1 billion. Such cuts will deny 

funding to 4,000 schools serving more than 1.6 million disadvantaged students, and roughly 

16,000 teachers will lose their jobs. Funding will also be cut for students with disabilities, teacher quality, after school and college financial aid and support services.

Sequestration will severely impact the safety and convenience of air travel.
The Federal Aviation Administration would be cut by $1.1 billion, requiring layoffs of more than 2,000 employees, including more than 1,200 air traffic 

controllers. FAA would be required to close 246 air traffic control towers, and would not be able to replace more than 600 safety and aircraft certification inspectors 

lost through attrition.

Sequestration will severely impact the ability of all Americans to enjoy the rich, natural heritage of our nation.
Closures and cutting off $13.3 billion of local, private-sector economic activity and the 267,000 private-sector jobs the parks support. Not only will these cuts 

mean fewer rangers to greet us, help us plan our visits, and respond to emergencies, but they also mean that parks won't be adequately maintained, wildlife will be 

more vulnerable to poachers, and development threats will increase. 

“There is bipartisan agreement that the sequester going into place 

would undercut key responsibilities of the federal government.” 
– Memorandum from Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor, Whip McCarthy and 
  Rep. Hensarling (April 18, 2012)

“Our only option to avoid the economic train wreck triggered by 

sequestration is to produce a balanced bipartisan deficit reduction 

package… First, we need additional spending cuts – but prudent, 

prioritized cuts. Second, we have to consider reforms of our entitlement 

programs. And third, we must include additional revenue.”  
– Senator Carl Levin (June 15, 2012)
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