THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201

June 6, 2011

The Honorable Tom Harkin
Chairman

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin:

On January 14 of this year, I wrote to inform you that the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
planned to establish the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) and to
abolish the National Center for Research Resources (NCRR). I am writing to you again to
provide you with information on these planned organizational changes at NIH and request that
the changes be incorporated as the Appropriations Committee proceeds on its FY 2012
legislation.

The establishment of NCATS will advance translational sciences by accelerating the
development and delivery of new and more effective diagnostics and therapeutics. NCATS is
expected to offer innovative approaches to the development pipeline, provide novel approaches
to diagnostics and therapeutics development, stimulate new avenues for basic scientific
discovery, and complement existing NIH and private sector research. In determining which
activities would be organized within the new center and the new location of NCRR programs not
directly related to translational sciences, NIH established a taskforce which carefully identified
and evaluated program placements that would improve organizational efficiencies and provide
scientific synergies. To aid in the decision-making, the taskforce implemented a transparent
process to collect and consider input from a wide range of internal and external experts, as well
as stakeholders ranging from members of the public to members of the extramural research
community. As the deliberations progressed, NIH made information available to the public
through a feedback page available on its website.

NIH has made tremendous progress in improving public health through biomedical discoveries
and is now in an exciting position to advance diagnostics and therapeutics development by
enhancing the process of translating fundamental knowledge into new clinical applications. The
organizational changes and realignment of resources described to establish NCATS are planned
for implementation in FY 2012 and would be operationalized within the funding level identified
for NIH in the FY 2012 President’s Budget.

The enclosed table details the impact of the Institute and Center specific organizational and
budgetary realignment that would result from establishing NCATS and relocating programs
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currently within NCRR. The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no
objection to the presentation of this information.

I appreciate your continued interest in and support of biomedical research at NIH. I would be
happy to answer any questions you or your staff may have.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Sebelius

Enclosures (1)




NCATS Reorganization Crosswalk

FY 2012

(Dollars in thousands)

Pre- Reallocation of Cures_ Ofc: of Rare Subtotal, Post-
reorganization NCRR Acceleration | TRND Disease Changes reorganization
Resources Network Research
INCATS. 0 +553,178 +100,000 | +50,000 +18,423 +721,601 721,601
Clinical & Translational Science Awards (CTSAS}...........ccococueen. +479,767
Clinical Research Resources - G ) +34,431
Biotechnology f h R - Gi I +22,501
Research Management & Support. T +16,479
INC Lttt et sttt e 5,196,136 -8,457 -8,457 5,187,679
NHLBL 3,147,992 +1,144 -5,132 -3,988 3,144,004
Clinical Research Resources - General......... +1,099
Biotechnology Research Resources - General.. +31
Research Management & Support. +14
NIDCR......ccovciiiiiiiiiiie 420,369 -685 -685 419,684
NIDDK 1,987,957 -2,997 -2,997 1,984,960
NINDS.....coooecci 1,664,253 2,711 2,711 1,661,542
NIAID 4,915,970 -7,742 -7,742 4,908,228
INIGMS 2,102,300 +346,843 -3,400 +343,443 2,445,743
Institutional Development Awards (IDeA)...............cccccoeeveriurennnn. +230,598
Biotechnology Research Resources - General................ccc..... +96,816
Research Infrastructure - General. +12,120
Research Mar 1t & Support. +7,309
NICHD 1,352,189 -2,203 -2,203 1,349,986
NEL.. 719,059 -1,172 -1,172 717,887
NIEHS. ..o 700,537 -1,135 -1,135 699,402
NIA 1,129,987 -1,840 -1,840 1,128,147
547,891 -893 -893 546,998
426,043 -693 -693 425,350
1,617,006 -2,469 -2,469 1,614,537
1,080,018 -1,756 -1,756 1,078,262
469,197 -766 -766 468,431
148,114 -242 -242 147,872
524,807 -855 -855 523,952
|NIBIB. 322,106 +24,005 -524 +23,481 345,587
Biotechnology Research Resources - General. +23,347
Research Management & Support. +658
NIMHD 214,608 +67,318 -351 +66,967 281,575
Research Centers in Minority Institutions (RCMI). +59,581
Biotechnology Research Resources - General..... +1,763
Research Infrastructure - General. +3,063
Research Management & Support. +2,911
INCRR 1,297,900 -1,295,806 -2,094 -1,297,900 [}
NCCAM 131,002 -213 -213 130,789
FIC. .. 71,328 -117 -117 71,211
NEM...ooiiiiiiiiine 387,153 -563 -663 386,590
oD 1,298,412 +303,318 -100,000 -990 -18,423 +183,905 1,482,317
Comparative Medicine (incl. Nat'l Primate Res. Centers)........... +199,109
Shared & High-end Instrt jon. +60,607
Clinical Research Resources - General. +771
Biotechnology Research Resources - General.......................... +7,471
Research Infrastructure - General. +5,000
Research Management & Support... +9.690
Subtotal, OD - Infrastructure. +282,648
OD - Science Education:
Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA,)...............ccoeuuee. +18,719
Clinical Research Resources - G I +682
Biotechnology Research Resources - General..................c..... +546
Research Management & Support. 723
Subtotal, OD - Science Education +20,670
B&F .. e 125,581 125,581
Less: Mandatory Type 1 Diabetes -150,000 -150,000
Subtotal, Labor/HHS B.A 31,747,915 +0 +0 +0 +0 +0 31,747,915




