
 
THE ALLIANCE FOR EYE AND VISION RESEARCH  

 
In conjunction with: 

American Glaucoma Society     
Assoc. for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology 

Glaucoma Research Foundation 
Optometric Glaucoma Society 

The Glaucoma Foundation   
   

Invite you to join us for a Luncheon Briefing to Recognize   
2014 American Glaucoma Society Annual Meeting and  

World Glaucoma Week 2014 (March 9-15)   
 

Determining the Genetic Basis of Glaucoma to 
Develop Novel Treatments  

 

Wednesday, February 26, 2014 
12 Noon - 1:15 pm 

House Rayburn B-340 
 

Featuring Speakers Janey Wiggs, M.D., Ph.D. and Louis Pasquale, M.D. 
(Harvard Medical School/Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary) 

   
Please R.S.V.P. to  

Dina Beaumont @ 202-530-4672 or Dinabeau@aol.com          
 

AEVR, a 501(c)3 Non-Profit Educational Foundation, is pleased to host this widely 
attended event featuring an eye-healthy luncheon. The first World Glaucoma Day was held on 
March 6, 2008, and the US House of Representatives passed H.R. 981, which recognized the event 
and supported the National Eye Institute’s (NEI) efforts to research the causes of and treatments 

for glaucoma. That day has expanded into a full week of educational events held worldwide.    



Determining the Genetic Basis of Glaucoma to Develop Novel Treatments   
Recognizing World Glaucoma Week 2014 (March 9-15)  

February 26, 2014, 12:00 – 1:30 pm, House Rayburn B-340 
RSVP to:  202-530-4672 or Dinabeau@aol.com 

 
What is glaucoma and why is it important? 
Glaucoma is a group of complex neurological diseases that damages the optic nerve, causing loss of 
peripheral vision and ultimately blindness. In its most common form−primary open angle glaucoma 
(POAG)−nerve damage results from an increase in intraocular pressure (IOP), which occurs when the 
fluid that circulates in and out of the front part of the eye drains too slowly. The second leading cause of 
preventable vision loss in the United States, it affects more than 2.7 million Americans age 40-plus, and is 
projected to rise to 4.3 million by 2030. This includes both diagnosed and undiagnosed, as often 
individuals do not know they have the disease until vision is lost. The National Eye Institute (NEI) within 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) estimates that glaucoma prevalence is three-to-four times higher in 
African Americans than in non-Hispanic Whites. Additionally, the risk of visual impairment is higher and 
the age of onset is earlier than for Whites. It is the leading cause of blindness in the Hispanic population.  
 
What is new in glaucoma research?  
Speakers Janey Wiggs, M.D., Ph.D. and Louis Pasquale, M.D. participate in the NEI Glaucoma Human 
Genetics Collaboration (NEIGHBOR) Consortium and augmented Glaucoma Gene Environment 
Initiative (GLAUGEN) Study. These collaborative efforts are under the umbrella of a larger NEIGHBOR 
Overall Operational Database called the NEIGHBORHOOD that involves clinicians and geneticists at 
multiple institutions throughout the United States. The consortium’s goal is to identify genetic variants 
associated with POAG. Such information will lead to new insights into the molecular pathogenesis,   
effective screening and prevention strategies, and more rational treatment approaches. NEIGHBOR is 
unique because it is the largest Genome-Wide Association Study (GWAS) for POAG to-date and has 
identified the first genetic risk factors for normal pressure glaucoma.  Dr. Pasquale will describe how data 
from the Nurses Health Study and Health Professional Follow-up Study are providing new insights 
regarding risk factors for POAG, while Dr. Wiggs will describe how efforts to identify predictive risk 
factors can facilitate better diagnosis of and treatment for the disease.       
 
Who will speak? 
Janey Wiggs, M.D., Ph.D., FARVO serves as the Associate Chief, Ophthalmology Clinical Research, 
and Associate Director, Ocular Genomics Institute, at Harvard Medical School’s Massachusetts Eye and 
Ear Infirmary.  Her research focuses on the identification of genetic factors that predispose to glaucoma. 
In 2013, Dr. Wiggs received an NEI Audacious Goals in Vision Research and Blindness Rehabilitation 
Challenge award for her idea to create a network of biobanks that collect phenotype (physical 
characteristic) and genotype (genetic) data of people with certain eye diseases, including glaucoma.     
 
Louis Pasquale, M.D., FARVO serves as the Director, Glaucoma Service, and Director, Telemedicine, 
at Harvard Medical School’s Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary.  His research focus is the interaction 
of genes and the environment in open-angle glaucoma, while his clinical practice focuses on “normal 
tension glaucoma,” difficult surgical glaucoma, and secondary glaucoma in the pediatric population.     
 
About the Alliance and its Decade of Vision 2010-2020 Initiative… 
In H. Res 366 and S. Res. 209 passed in 2009, Congress designated 2010-2020 as The Decade of 
Vision and acknowledged AEVR’s efforts to provide sustained education about the impact of eye 
disease. AEVR, a 501(c)3 non-profit foundation, is pleased to host this widely attended event.  


